
Minutes BDBA A.G.M Tuesday 3 June 2025 

Meeting opened by the Chair Mike Percy at 7:35pm and all attendees welcomed by the Chair.  

Present 
Michael Banks 
Ant Cross 
Nicky Percy 
Trevor Bell 
Mike Percy 
Fred Barnes 
Karen Kenyon Squirrel 
Jamie Sedgwick 
Carol Howarth 
Bernadette Tomlinson 
Peter Tomlinson 
Nikki Wilford 
Carole Booth 
 

1. Apologies 
 

None received 
 

2. 1-Minute Silence 
 

A 1-minute silence was held in honour of those members past and present who have passed away 
over the last 12 months, including Alan Ellerton, Barbara Dootson, Ann Power and Keith Snape. 

3. Minutes of the 2025 AGM 

Minutes of the 2025 meeting were read and approved. Proposed – Mike Percy. Seconded – Michael 
Banks  

4. No matters arising. 
 

5. Correspondence 

No correspondence received. 

6. Officer Reports 

Treasurer – Michael Banks 

A balance sheet was handed round and is attached (Attachment 1).  

Michael explained the detail in the balance sheet. He confirmed that, as we have changed the 

accounting year end to 30 May, these accounts cover a 14-month period, and hence include 2 

presentation evenings, 2 finals nights and 2 years of trophy engraving. 

For this season, we have had 20 additional member registrations and 6 additional levels teams 

(because of the new Levels Division 2) – in total 15 mixed teams and 13 levels teams. 



Last season we reduced levels teams subscriptions to £10 per team and player registration fees were 

halved.  

Points to note: 

• Presentation Evening May 2025 made a small loss. Presentation Evening 2026 made 

a small surplus. 

• Tournaments in June made a surplus £33. 

• Insurance costs reduced by just over £400, due to haggling with the insurance 

company when the renewal premium was received. 

• We have paid bank charges in the past of £62per year. The bank stopped charging 

fees in August 2025.  

• Miller Roskell will continue their sponsorship of the Association for the next season.  

• Trophy costs include 2 years engraving and the costs of purchasing 2 additional 

trophies for the Levels Divisions. 

• Cup costs have increased due to the addition of 2 additional competitions and 

reflects the increase in the cost of shuttles. 

• Coaching costs as an added item for support given to 3 members of the Association. 

• Website costs have increased as we now pay for additional SSL Certification. 

 

Closing balance is still a healthy £5176, so Michael proposed that proposed that team and player 

registration fees remain unchanged from last season - £10 per mixed team or levels team and £3.50 

registration per adult member and £1 per junior member (those aged 17 and below on 1st 

September).  

Accounts were voted on and accepted. Proposer - Ant Cross. Seconder – Karen Kenyon Squirrel. 

Match Secretary – Ant Cross 

Ant read the Match Secretary Report and a copy is attached (Attachment 2). 

Chair – Mike Percy 

Mike congratulated everyone on another successful season, one in which we have seen additional 

divisions, teams and players. 

Mike thanked Council for their engagement and work, along with all club representatives who work 

hard to administer and run their clubs. 

Mike thanked Nicky and Serena for the organisation and hosting of another successful and well 

attended evening.  

As always, there are always spaces on Council – please let us know if you are interested in joining us. 

Next season will be the 80th Anniversary of the league which was founded in 1947. Council will be 

discussing how best to mark and celebrate this great milestone. Any suggestions welcome. 

Finally, Mike encouraged everyone to keep up the momentum going forward into the new season 

later in the year. 



7. Proposals 

No proposals received. 

8. Amendment to Constitution, Standing Orders and Tournament Rules 

Following questions received during the season, Council has proposed an amendment to Section 4.4 
of the Handicap Knock-Out Competition Rules to clarify eligibility of players for the Cup/Trophy 
matches, as below: 
 
Current wording: 

 
 
Proposed wording: 

 

All teams have received pre-notification of this proposal. 

A vote was taken and all in favour of the amendment. No objections. 

9. Election of Officers for 2026/2027 

President 
Trevor Bell – Year 2 of 3 
 
Immediate Past President 
Carole Booth – Year 2 of 3 
  
Chair 
Mike Percy 
 
Vice Chair 
Trevor Bell 
 
 



League Secretary  
Nicky Percy 
 
Match Secretary  
Ant Cross 
 
Treasurer 
Michael Banks 
 
Press Secretary 
Serena Hindle 
 
Tournament Secretary 
Nikki Wilford  
 
Social Secretary 
Serena Hindle 
 
Council Members 
Carol Howarth 
Jamie Sedgwick 
Steve Blackburn (Honorary Life Member) 
Fred Barnes (Honorary Life Member) 
 
Junior Coaching Secretary 
Trevor Bell 
 
Adult Coaching Secretary 
Jamie Sedgwick  
 
League Safeguarding Officers 
Lee Meakin  
Melanie Sedgwick 
 
All positions were proposed by Michael Percy and seconded by Michael Banks. All in favour. 
 
Following discussions at Council meetings, it was agreed that it would be beneficial to have both a 
male and female League Safeguarding Officer. Melanie Sedgwick has kindly offered to fill this 
position.  
 

10. AGM business concluded at 8:03pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11. Any Other Business 

The following items were discussed after the conclusion of the AGM. 

- The cost and availability of shuttles, both synthetic (which have been approved by BWF for 

some tournaments) and feather were discussed. The price of feather shuttles is constantly 

increasing and as result of increased use of synthetic shuttles availability is decreasing. It may be 

that next season we need to look at approving the use of synthetic shuttles. In the meantime, 

both Ant and Jamie purchase shuttles in bulk and are happy to look at incorporating orders for 

other clubs to help reduce costs. Nicky will advise all clubs of this offer. 

- Fleetwood Club are looking at entering at least one additional levels team. However, due to 

court availability, Ant is looking at the possibility of a team holding their home games over the 

weekend, potentially on a Sunday afternoon at Thornton YMCA. There are no restrictions stated 

in the Rules and Constitution, so it was agreed that it is acceptable to hold matches over the 

weekend. This should mean only 1 match per season at the weekend for away teams. 

- There is increasing interest in playing competitive singles games and it was suggested that we 

could introduce a Singles Ladder, whereby individuals could arrange and play singles matches. 

Some players are currently playing socially at Preesall on a Sunday evening and there are 2 

unused courts which could potentially be used for singles. Nikki and Jamie are happy to look at 

the possibility of introducing some kind of session to make use of these courts. Nicky will 

contact clubs to gauge interest and matter will be progressed at the next Council meeting. 

- Kirkham are holding free ladies coaching sessions which are proving to be very popular and 

successful. Jamie has suggested to widen the session/provide additional session(s) for all ladies 

in the league, to be (possibly) funded by the league. Jamie will investigate with Nikki and further 

discussion will take place at the next Council meeting. 

Meeting closed at 9p.m. 

 

 



Attachment 1 

BDBA Accounts Year Ending 31st May 2026 

 

 



Attachment 2 

Match Secretary’s Report 2025/2026 Season 

Hello and thank you for attending the BDBA Annual General Meeting. 

Personally, I think we have had a fantastic season. I have not received any complaints, which is 

always good news. We have a new division (Levels Division 2) and 2 new cup competitions for Levels 

Division 1 and levels Division 2. There are teams comprising solely of junior players (for the first time 

I think) in both the Mixed and levels leagues and, the age range of the league this season is from age 

10 to Age 74. 

Sadly, we lost Project 12 after one match but the remaining players were snapped up by another 

club. 

On to the Leagues. In Mixed Division 1 Fleetwood A regained the trophy losing only one match. 

Kingfisher A were runners up equalling their highest league position. It was good to see juniors 

playing in Division 1 and, the return of players after long term injury. At the bottom end of the table, 

Kingfisher B and Poulton B struggled when some of their main players were unavailable as they 

prioritised other leagues over Blackpool. As a result, they found themselves in the relegation 

positions. 

Mixed Division 2 winners were Lightning B with the only 100% record in all 4 leagues. The team did 

include a regular junior player and junior reserves. Fleetwood B were runners up in a close race. 

The Levels Division 1 title was regained by Lightning A. We have a new trophy for this division, but all 

the former winners’ names have been engraved on this new trophy. Fleetwood A were runners up 

but Stanley found the going tough and are relegated. 

First time winners of Levels Division 2 are Lightning B with a team of youth and experience. Kirkham 

Charter B were runners up. 

We now have 4 cup competitions: Gazette and Bridgewood trophies for the Mixed leagues and, the 

Latus Trophy and Irene Latus Trophy for the Levels leagues. The Latus Trophy and Irene Latus Trophy 

used to be a Mixed Doubles Tournament organised by Fleetwood Badminton Club for the league. 

The tournament ran from 1955 to 1995. We must thank former player Gary Thomson for creating (or 

turning) the fantastic new wooden bases. 

Finals were played at Preesall (Mixed) and Blackpool & Fylde College (Levels). 

Overall, I think the handicapping worked out well especially as we had new competitions to 

handicap. 

In the cup finals, 3 teams were hoping to achieve the league & cup double but, only 1 team managed 

to achieve this.  

The Gazette Cup (Mixed Division 1) was won by Kingfisher A for the first time in 20 years. Poulton A 

were once again runners up. 



In the closest final, the Bridgewood Trophy (Mixed Division 2) was won by Kirkham Charter B over 

Lightning B by just 5 points. 

Inaugural winners of The Latus Trophy (Levels Division 1) are Lightning A and who are the only team 

to achieve the “double” this season. They were pushed all the way in a terrific final by Kirkham 

Charter A. 

After finishing in the bottom half of their league, Kirkham Charter C finished on a high by winning the 

inaugural Irene Latus Trophy (Levels Division 2). Lightning B were runners up in yet another Lightning 

v. Kirkham final! 

Hopefully, next seasons league and cup competitions will be as good as this year. I have heard some 

rumours of new teams and venues and hope we can keep increasing our leagues. 

Finally, on a sad note. As previously mentioned, we are going to recognise and honour, at the AGM 

each year those former members who have passed. I understand this is usual for sports 

organisations and think is a nice gesture. 

Those who have passed during the seasons are: 

Alan Ellerton – who ran Kingfisher Badminton Club with his wife for many years. I think he was a 

founder member of the club. 

Keith Snape – played for Fleetwood and Revoe clubs as well as Blackpool Town 2nd team. 

Ann Power – played for Fleetwood A and was a well know coach. Many of the players at Fleetwood 

came from Ann’s adult badminton coaching classes. Ann was from a badminton family, her parents 

played and her son, daughter and granddaughter have all played in the league. 

Barbara Dootson – Played for British Aerospace A, Blackpool Town 1st Team, Lancashire Vets and was 

a former BDBA Town Team Secretary, President and Chairman. Her contribution to club and League 

was invaluable. 

Condolences to the families. All will be sadly missed and, I apologise if I have missed anyone off this 

list that you know of. Please let me know if I have. 

That is all from me. Please speak up in AOB if you want to ask a question, raise an issue or have a 

suggestion for the future. This is your opportunity. 

 


