Blackpool & District Badminton Association

Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 24th June 2026

1. Attendees & Apologies

Attendees: Mike Percy, Nicky Percy, Ant Cross, Carol Howarth, Jamie Sedgwick, Fred Barnes,
Steve Blackburn, Trevor Bell.

Apologies received from Nikki Wilford, Michael Banks, Carole Booth, Serena Hindle.

2. Minutes of Last Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 24™" March 2026 were revisited and accepted.

3. Matters Arising

Mike thanked Mike Thomson’s dad for making the new trophy bases for the Latus and Irene
Latus Cups. An excellent job and much appreciated as we were unable to obtain these
elsewhere.

New trophies will be required next season for the Most Improved Junior Boy and Girls awards.
We will decide how to reflect/record the previous winners closer to the time.

Presentation Evening has taken place and was a successful and enjoyable evening.

4. 2025-2026 Season

An informal discussion was held as Ant will present his full report at the AGM next week.
Since the last meeting the cup competitions have concluded with the winners being:
Gazette Trophy — Kingfisher A (Runner-up Poulton A)

Bridgewood Trophy — Kirkham Charter B (Runner-up Lightning B)

Latus Cup - Lightning A (Runner-up Kirkham Charter A)

Irene Latus Cup - Kirkham Charter C (Runner-up Lightning B)

The finals of the levels cup were held at Blackpool & the Fylde College and went well.

The Levels Trophies information needs to be added to the website. Action — Nicky to update.

5. Accounts

Michael (B) has advised that the accounts will be sent later this week (Nicky will distribute). He
confirmed that all is in order.



We are expecting the final bank balance to be lower than last season as we have had some one-
off expenditure — e.g. purchase of additional trophies, lower subscription fees,
contributions/support towards coaching qualifications etc.

AOB

Jamie advised that the successful coaching sessions continue at Kirkham and have resulted in
new members joining the club. He has also held some coaching sessions at St. Bede’s High
School and is working with the PE Team there to decide how best to continue development for
the pupils. In addition, we will look at the possibility of a coaching session for potential coaches
from our own clubs, to encourage more people to become involved in coaching.

The list of Safeguarding Officers is to be added to the website (Nicky to action). Lee Meakin is
currently our Safeguarding Lead and is used as a point of reference if required. It was suggested
that we should also have a female lead and, after discussion, Jamie agreed to ask Melanie
Sedgwick whether she would be happy to fulfil this role. If so, we will vote in at the AGM next
week.

Steve Blackburn suggested that we should remember any members of the BDBA who have
passed in the last 12 months. It was agreed that we would hold a minute’s silence at the
beginning of each AGM from now on.

A discussion was held regarding the suggestion that we change the points awarded next season.
Having analysed the change this would have made for the last 2 seasons, Mike explained that
the only difference would have been that it widened the points differential between the top
and bottom teams. If all the teams in each division were more closely matched the change could
be more beneficial and it was felt that to widen the gap may cause lower teams to be less
enthusiastic/involved.

It was also pointed out that there could be a situation whereby one team wins all their matches
in a season but does not win the league —i.e. a team who has lost at least 2 of their games could
win the league. Although unlikely, it is a possibility and sod’s law dictates that this may happen!
It was decided not to progress for this season, however, if a strong proposal was to be
submitted in the future, it would be revisited with clubs being given the opportunity to fully
discuss/assess.

Given that synthetic shuttles have been approved for use in BWF Grade 3 tournaments and

Junior International tournaments and the rising cost of feather shuttles a discussion was held
around the use of synthetic shuttles in our league. It was decided to revisit during the year. A
suggestion was made as to whether clubs might be interested in joining together to purchase
shuttles to reduce the cost. Item to be added to the AOB for the AGM to gauge if any interest.

Ant asked whether it would be possible for a team to hold their home games on a Sunday
afternoon, due to availability of courts during the week (looking to enter a further levels team in



the league). There is nothing in the rules and constitution defining when matches can be played.
It was decided to add this item to the AOB at the AGM to allow clubs to discuss.

Jamie floated the idea of a Singles Ladder League. He will draft an email to be sent to all clubs to
see if there is any interest. If so, we will look at rules and how to run the ladder early next
season.

Confirmed that the AGM will take place next Tuesday 30" June starting at 7:30pm.



