BLACKPOOL & DISTRICT BADMINTON ASSOCIATION
LEAGUE COMPETITION RULES

1. Laws of the Game.
The Laws shall be those of Badminton England. 

Those clubs which, by virtue of the limitations imposed by the structure and fabric of the building which houses the court(s), are unable to comply with the minimum conditions laid down by Badminton England can join the Association provided that the Association Council approves their conditions.

2. Eligibility of Players.

(a) All affiliated members of competing clubs shall be eligible to play in the league. If a club plays a non-affiliated member in their matches their games will be deducted and awarded to the opposing team(s), unless the player’s registration documents and fees are received within 14 days of the player’s appearance.

(b) No member may represent more than one club in the Association’s competitions in any one season other than in exceptional circumstances; and then, only with the prior permission of the Match Secretary.
(c) Completed starring cards for each team except the weakest must be submitted to the Match Secretary prior to a club’s first match. Failure may result in the opposition being awarded the match(es) to love. Such ‘starred’ players may not play for a lower team. A starred player no longer available for selection must immediately be replaced; thus maintaining the required number of starred players. The Match Secretary must be informed of such changes.
(d) When submitting the player registration forms and fees to the Treasurer, all players must be given a playing level. ‘Floating’ or casual players given a playing level above the lowest team will be known as ‘additional starred players’ and can only play at or above their stated level. Players not normally expected to appear for a club’s bottom team must be so identified. During the season an unregistered player should have his/her playing level communicated to the Match Secretary before playing in a match, and the registration form must then be submitted according to League Rule 2(a). The Match Secretary may rule on the playing level of any player.
(e) Any player may play for a higher team but a seventh appearance above the lowest team for which he/she has played shall automatically ‘tie’ the player to the next team above.

(f) Tied players may not play for a lower team unless they miss three consecutive league matches of the team to which they are tied.
(g) In the event of a player of outstanding ability becoming available during the season, the club must apply to the Council to have a starred ‘A’ team player released immediately for their ‘B’ team. The new member would automatically become a starred player for the ‘A’ team. This principle also applies in the case of a new player entering the ‘B’ team and releasing a starred player to the ‘C’ team, etc...

(h) Under no circumstances will substitutes be allowed for any player once he/she has commenced to play in a match.

(i) All questions of eligibility and qualifications of competitors shall be referred to the Match Secretary within seven days of the match having been played.

3. Teams.
Each team shall consist of 3 ladies and 3 men playing 12 events (i.e. 3 ladies’ doubles, 3 men’s doubles and 6 mixed doubles). Each player plays 2 level and 2 mixed events
Each event shall consist of two games using the Rally Point Scoring system (including extended play)
Games shall be played to 21 points, except where if the score reaches 20 all, the side which gains a 2 point lead first, wins that game, if the score reaches 29 all, the side scoring the 30th point, wins that game.
To form the level doubles, the men and ladies are paired with each of the other men and ladies in the team: 1st men’s pairing of 1st man and 2nd man, 2nd men’s pairing of 1st man and 3rd man, 3rd men’s pairing of 2nd man and 3rd man; each pairing playing their opposite number; likewise with the ladies. 
The mixed pairings need not correlate to the levels pairings. 
The men and ladies form 3 mixed pairings of their choice. 
The following is a suggested order of play: 
Ladies’ 1st v 1st, Men’s 1st v 1st,                                  Ladies’ 2nd v 2nd, Men’s 2nd v 2nd, 
Ladies’ 3rd v 3rd, Men’s 3rd v 3rd; 
Mixed 1st v 1st, Mixed 2nd v 2nd, Mixed 3rd v 3rd, 
Mixed home 1st v away 3rd, Mixed home 2nd v away 1st, Mixed home 3rd v away 2nd.
Each captain shall present, in writing, the composition of his/her team, for all events, to the opposing captain before the time fixed for the start of play.
4. Shuttlecocks.

All teams in Divisions One and Two shall play with feather shuttlecocks only in all league matches. Cork based shuttles (i.e. feather shuttles or cork based synthetic shuttles) shall be used in all other league matches, as chosen by the home team.
5. Matches and Postponement of Matches.

All matches shall be played on a Home and Away basis according to the Fixture List. Only non-availability of hall or an unavoidable clash with a Town Team fixture will be accepted as a reason for postponing a match. Any club desiring postponement of a match for these reasons must make application to the Match Secretary at least three days prior to the date of the match. If the postponement is agreed, then two alternative dates must be offered to both the Match Secretary and the opposing club within a fortnight with the match to be played within four playing weeks of the original date; except as agreed otherwise by the Match Secretary. When the new date has been agreed by the two clubs concerned, the Match Secretary must be informed by the home club. Failing mutual agreement between the two clubs concerned, the Match Secretary shall fix a date. In the event of a team failing to attend on the date fixed by the Match Secretary, that team shall forfeit the match to love.
6. Results.

Results of league matches submitted by the home team must be received by the Match Secretary within 72 hours of the match being played. Failure to comply with this rule may lead to forfeiture of the match to love in favour of the visiting team.

Full details of the league, division, teams and full players’ names must be recorded on the match slips provided. The final result of the match should be correctly recorded and the slip signed by both home and away team captains.

Individual games shall count in the result. If these are equal the result is a draw. The following points shall be awarded: win 3 points, draw 2 points, loss when at least 8 games are won 1 point, loss when fewer than 8 games are won 0 points.
7.(a) Non-Completion of Matches.

When clubs are obliged to vacate premises at a certain time, by mutual consent the score can stand. However, both teams have the option to complete the match; and the Match Secretary shall be informed within 48 hours if an unfinished match is to be completed at a later date.

7.(b) Non-Completion of Fixtures.

The Council reserves the right to refuse re-entry to the League of any team which did not fulfil its fixtures in the previous season.

8. Scorers.

Scorers may be appointed by mutual consent. Umpires may be appointed by application to the Match Secretary prior to the date of the match.

9. League Divisions.
(a) Divisions shall consist of 8 teams, except as otherwise decided by the Council according to the number of teams entered.

(b) The teams in each division shall be subject to promotion and relegation; the top two teams to be promoted to the division above and the two bottom teams to be relegated to the division below. In the event of a tie in the number of points, the number of games won shall be the deciding factor; in the event of a tie in the number of games won, the game points will be the deciding factor.
(c) If any team resigns from the league, a relegated team shall have preference over other teams in the lower division.

(d) If a multi-team club wishes to withdraw one of its teams from the League this will normally be the club’s lowest team.

(e) After promotion and relegation issues have been decided, teams from multi-team clubs will have their teams placed in order of strength.

(f) Not more than two teams from the same club shall be allowed to compete in the same division of the League.

(g) Any club having two teams in the same division shall play each other as their first match of the season.

(h) All new teams accepted shall normally be placed in the bottom division.

10. Trophies.

A club whose team wins the championship of one of the divisions of the league shall be entitled to hold the appropriate trophy for a period of twelve months. On receipt of a trophy, a club shall provide the name and address of the club member responsible for the safe-keeping and return of the trophy.
