Blackpool & District Badminton Association

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

Bispham Parish Church 9th May 2012
A brief address was made by BDBA President Fred Barnes, stating that this was the most important AGM for some time, due to the Associations predicament. He thanked everyone for attending, and also wished to publicly express his gratitude for the amount of hard work and time that outgoing Chairman Dave Greer had put into the Association as Chairman and Coaching Secretary

1. Apologies

Apologies were received from:
Chris Ensor, Dave Beck, Dave Breare, Dave Clarke, Rowland Kirkman
Present:  
Club Representatives: 

Albany
- 

Wayne Bridges


BAE Systems 
-
Barbara Dootson
Bispham Tex - 
Sheena Carberry


Commonwealth - 
David Greer

Fleetwood -

Anthony Cross


Hesketh - 

Steve Blackburn

Kingfisher - 

Peter Tomlinson


Kirkham Charter - 
No representative

Lidunians -

Carole Booth



Mythop - 

Pauline Weafer

Pilling - 

Audrey Connolly


Poulton Le Fylde - 
Mike Marwood


Ribby Hall - 

David Johnson


Sacred Heart - 
Ian Speirs


Stanley - 

Neil Pemberton

Other Attendees: 
Council:
Fred Barnes (President) Dave Greer (Chairman), Darren Bagley (Secretary), Kelly Anderson, Trevor Bell, Steve Blackburn, Carole Booth, Wayne Bridges, Audrey Connolly, Anthony Cross, Margaret Dixon, Mark Russell, Ian Speirs, Ron Dagger

Members:

Phil Bailey, Sheena Carberry, Robert Cockerill, David Johnson, Alan Lewis, Paul Linney, Mike Marwood, Fiona Murray, Neil Pemberton, Mike Thomson, Peter Tomlinson, Pauline Weafer, Paul Whitehouse, Andy Wiseman 
2. Minutes of the last AGM

There were no amendments to the AGM minutes from 2011, so the minutes were accepted as a true record of the A.G.M. held on the 11th May 2011
Proposed:
Paul Whitehouse

Seconded:  Audrey Connolly
The proposal to accept the minutes as a true record of the 2011 AGM was carried unanimously 
3. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes.
4. Correspondence

There was no correspondence that required discussion.
5. Adoption of Officer Reports – 2010/11 Season:

Printed copies of the Officer reports were made available at the meeting and are included as an addendum at the back of these minutes. 
Treasurer; 



Match Secretary; 


Social Secretary

Town Team Secretary;

Tournament Secretary;

Coaching Secretary;

Acceptance of Officer reports:
Proposed: Paul Whitehouse



Seconded: Darren Bagley
The proposal to accept the Officer reports was carried unanimously 

6. Chairman’s Report 2011/12 Season:

The Chairman read out his report for the season which is contained at the back of these minutes.
For the following sections 7, 8, 9 & 10, there would have been 42 available votes, but Kirkham Charter BC had no representation at the meeting so four votes were not cast.

7. Proposal to set Registration & Affiliation Fees in accordance with Constitution Item 4

Current economic conditions continue to be difficult for individuals, clubs and organisations. 
Council proposes the following change in Registration & Affiliation fees for the coming season; if necessary, reserves will again be used to maintain the Association and its activities.
Constitution Item 4; Registration and Affiliation fees for 2012/13 season
Club Affiliation:

£0.00 per club

Team Registration:

£24.50 per team (inclusive of £12.00 for handbooks) See Council Proposal 1
Player Registration:

£1 per player
Proposal accepted –
38 votes for; 
0 votes against
8. Proposals to amend the Constitution
There were no proposals to amend the Constitution

9. Proposals to amend Standing Orders
There were no proposals to amend the Standing Orders

10. Proposals to amend League & Trophy Competition Rules

Council Proposals
1 – Cessation of association Handbooks
Proposal accepted
–
30 votes for; 
7 votes against; 
1 abstention
2 – Amendment to League Competition Rule 3 and Handicap Knock-out Competition Rule 7 – Penalties for lateness
Proposal rejected –
16 votes for; 
22 votes against
3 - Amendment to Handicap Knock-out Competition Rule 3 – Allocation of Clubs to Cup Competitions
Proposal accepted –
38 votes for; 
0 votes against
Club Proposals

1 - Albany, Mythop, Poulton Le Fylde & Stanley BCs – Amendment to League Competition Rule 1 – Laws of the Game
Proposal accepted –
22 votes for; 
16 votes against
2 – Kirkham Charter BC – Amendment to League Competition Rule 2(e) and 2(f) – Removal of playing up limit
Proposal rejected –
4 votes for; 

34 votes against
3 – BAE Systems BC - Amendment to League Competition Rule 5 – Points deduction for conceded matches
Proposal rejected –
14 votes for; 
24 votes against
4 – Ribby Hall BC - Amendment to Handicap Knock-out Competition Rule 8 – Provision of two dates for Cup matches
Proposal rejected –
9 votes for; 

29 votes against
5 – Mythop BC - Amendment to Handicap Knock-out Competition Rule 4 – Entry date for Cup Competitions
Proposal accepted –
38 votes for; 
0 votes against
11. Election of Officers & Ordinary Council Members

No elections were required for President as current incumbent Fred Barnes has completed the first year of his 3 year term. Barbara Dootson remains on Council as Immediate Past President.

Dave Greer (Chairman and Coaching Secretary); Lynn Gallacher (Vice Chairman) & David Clarke (Town Team Secretary) had stated prior to the meeting that they no longer wished to remain on Council.

Kelly Anderson had resigned as Treasurer and Social Secretary but was willing to remain on Council as an Ordinary member

The following were elected as Council Officers for the forthcoming year:

	POST
	NOMINEE
	PROPOSED
	SECONDED

	Chairman  

* Elected after secret ballot
	Darren Bagley*

Mike Marwood
	Mark Russell

Paul Whitehouse
	Audrey Connolly

Sheena Carberry

	Vice-Chairman
	Trevor Bell
	Fred Barnes
	David Johnson

	Secretary
	Robert Cockerill
	Carole Booth
	Paul Linney

	Treasurer
	Michael Banks
	Audrey Connolly
	David Greer

	Match Secretary
	Anthony Cross
	Mike Thomson
	Darren Bagley

	Town Team Secretary
	Andy Wiseman
	Mark Russell
	Paul Linney

	Tournament Secretary
	Mark Russell
	Darren Bagley
	Audrey Connolly

	Coaching Secretary
	Vacancy (To be co-opted from Council)
	
	

	Press & Publicity Secretary
	Mark Russell
	Darren Bagley
	Kelly Anderson

	Social Secretary
	Vacancy (To be co-opted from Council)
	
	


Election of Ordinary Council Members:

The following Ordinary Council Members reached the end of their 3 year term on Council:

Wayne Bridges; 

Margaret Dixon; 

Carole Booth
The following Ordinary Council Members would have now started the final year of their three year term on Council:

Audrey Connolly; (Resigned)
Trevor Bell (now elected Vice Chairman)
The following Ordinary Council Members now start the second year of their three year term on Council:

Steve Blackburn;

Rowland Kirkman;

Ian Speirs

The following individuals were elected onto the Council as Ordinary Members
	Post
	NAME
	PROPOSED
	SECONDED

	Ordinary Member
	Carole Booth
	Wayne Bridges
	Paul Linney

	Ordinary Member
	Wayne Bridges
	Carole Booth
	Paul Linney

	Ordinary Member
	Amit Mistry
	Darren Bagley
	Mark Russell

	Ordinary Member
	Kelly Anderson
	David Greer
	Fred Barnes

	Ordinary Member
	Phil Bailey
	Robert Cockerill
	Carole Booth

	Ordinary Member
	Mike Thomson
	Andy Wiseman
	Anthony Cross


Allocation of years will be completed at the first full Council meeting

In an unprecedented turn of events we had more volunteers for Council than available Ordinary member places so the following individuals were co-opted onto Council;

	Post
	NAME
	PROPOSED
	SECONDED

	Co Opted Council Member
	Margaret Dixon
	Audrey Connolly
	Sheena Carberry

	Co Opted Council Member
	Neil Pemberton
	Paul Linney
	Barbara Dootson


The following clubs have no representation on Council: Bispham Tex, Kingfisher & Poulton Le Fylde
Election of Auditor:

	Post
	NAME
	PROPOSED
	SECONDED

	Auditor
	Dave Beck
	Kelly Anderson
	Steve Blackburn


12. Appointment of Honorary Members

There were no proposed new Honorary Members.

Signed………………………………………………………………..   Date ……………………………….

(Chairman)

Chairmans Report (David Greer)
As ever, the Officer’s Reports provide a comprehensive account of the activities of the Association over the last 12 months, predominantly highlighting achievements but also alerting the membership to problems that threaten the scope of those activities. Without going into detail, my thanks – as should those of the Association membership – go to all the Officers for their sterling behind the scenes contributions.

During my 5 year tenure of the chairmanship, I have tried, along with my Council colleagues, to be innovative by following initiatives for the promotion of increased participation, involvement and enthusiasm.

The successful ClubMark accreditation of the Junior Badminton Club and the development of links and activities across Blackpool, Fylde & Wyre in 2008 and 2009 allowed the possibility of a Fylde based Performance Centre. Whilst ultimately geographically unsuitable, the general lack of interest amongst youngsters towards coaching and training was the factor that determined the project unsustainable. And the adverse criticism prevalent at the time did not help the cause.  

The staging of ‘new’ ‘open’ Blackpool Championships in 2010 brought quality players from across the County to our locale and produced a great day’s badminton with the promise of greater events to follow. Unfortunately, funding issues have not permitted a follow up event; though the interest from players outside our league remains – particularly amongst the younger players. 

The opportunity in 2010 for coaching by a top international player, Tracy Hallam (then recently retired), in our own back yard was a rare possibility, and was met with nigh on absolute apathy with less than a dozen league players interested. Most schools in the area were interested and able to fulfil their quota of participants but not able to fund the price. The potential financial exposure of the event meant it did not go ahead. 

The move to a more formal location for our Presentation Evening in 2011 with a champagne reception, pictorial presentations and the Chief Executive of Badminton England as a guest speaker provided for a prestigious Social occasion. Those present voted it a resounding success; but the vitriolic backlash still resounds.

Whilst there is little suggestion of success in the above, all the projects were given a go. Nothing ventured, nothing gained; and elements of them still remain. But, in order to succeed they needed Association wide support; and this was not forthcoming.

You might surmise that I am despondent about my time in the ‘chair’. But whilst it is disappointing that the potential ‘jewels in the crown’ did not materialise in line with the possibilities, my main area of work is with junior development badminton. The Premier/ClubMark accreditation is a significant achievement. The Junior Club has successfully sailed through its 3 annual health checks and should secure full re-accreditation when it falls due next year.

Whilst the number of juniors involved in the game is currently low, we are regularly introducing youngsters to the County scene where they are having increasing success. Particular achievement at present is in the primary, under-12 and under-13 age groups.

Badminton England has been investing more funds than it ever has in Blackpool in junior, youth and social badminton through its Community Badminton Networks. Linking in with the local Councils and Health Authorities, their work here is often presented as a national standard for this ongoing governing body project. Hopefully, the players they are attracting will find their way into our clubs.

The relationship with Blackpool Council PE and Sport team has allowed access into local schools. Due to the withdrawal of ring fenced Schools Sport Partnership funding in 2011, as part of the fallout from the financial crisis and recession, activity is currently low; though opportunities are being investigated through the National Lottery Small Grants scheme.

Out of this relationship, however, has come funding opportunities for coach education. In the last 5 years, directly or indirectly, I have secured full funding through, or in conjunction with, Blackpool Council which has provided us with education staff capable of delivering badminton in every school in Blackpool, a dozen Level 1 Coaching Assistants in our league and a tripling of active Level 2 coaches in our junior activities.

Whilst our league may not yet be fully reaping the benefit of this investment in terms of junior players coming through to our clubs and being involved in matches, the infrastructure is there to achieve it. And I would hope this is my legacy as chairman to the Association. 

In the 5 years I have been aided and abetted by many individuals who have put themselves out and given their time and services at my request. The list is extensive and to single out individuals would be to undermine the contribution of those not named. To each and every one who has assisted me during my term as Chairman I give my heartfelt thanks.

I wish my successor well and hope that he/she receives the support given me. 

Treasurers Report (Kelly Anderson)

This year’s activities have produced a loss of £1,224 after sponsorships. This deficit can be attributed to a series of ‘one off’ events and a continuing core loss.

The ‘one off’ events are equipment replacement (£282) and first aid course costs (£105) [which also provide for the recorded loss in the junior club], the first stage of the new web site development (£450), and the new style Presentation Evening net cost of £399. The continuing core cost is the League and Cup Competitions costing £838; the greater part here, by far, again, being attributable to the Cup competitions.

By virtue of shuttles sponsorship and the provision of revenue earning catering facilities tournaments have turned in a contribution to funds. The Town Teams continue, as expected, to be a net cost.

Affiliation and registration fees are slightly down on the previous season, due in part to the minor restructuring of club and team affiliation fees.

With the current level of membership, continuing unchanged activity and pricing structure, the Association will continue to post losses for the foreseeable future as core income fails to meet core cost.

Coaching Secretary (Dave Greer)

This season has seen a further increase in the number of registered Level 2 coaches, all of whom are involved in junior activities.

Despite this, Blackpool Junior Badminton Club has struggled this season; in no small part due to the loss of the Schools Sports Partnership following the withdrawal of direct funding by the UK Government and the subsequent loss of Sports Posts in the education sector. The junior club had used this facility for the introduction of badminton to schools from which membership to the club is drawn. Following the withdrawal of direct funding, schools now have to ‘buy in’ to a smaller local authority pool of sports specific ‘coaches’. In Blackpool, the central team has been vastly reduced to a few competition managers as local schools have not bought in and badminton is one of the sports to suffer most.

Despite this, Association coaches have been active in a few schools under the Change 4 Life and Sportivate programmes but, unfortunately, players are not following on from these courses.  A new initiative is being investigated using Small Grants funding through the junior club in return for our sport being undertaken and our activities being marketed in schools.

Dave Greer

Match Secretary (Anthony Cross)


First of all, thank you to all the match secretaries and team captains who sent me the match slips. There were only a few occasions when I had to chase one up.

Sadly, there were quite a few conceded matches and some teams had difficulty when players became unavailable through injury. I note there are some proposals regarding conceding matches and starring of players as well as a proposal to try and curb the increasing problem of late arrival of players. Discussion on these proposals at the AGM will no doubt be interesting.

A serious letter of complaint was received this season, and whilst not wanting to go into detail which may subsequently resume the argument, I would ask that when teams/ club write a letter of complaint or a reply to a complaint that they stick to the facts as they see them. Please do not include personal feelings or what they think another players reputation/ motives may be. It is very difficult for the League Disciplinary Committee to investigate what has actually happened and come to any kind of decision in any dispute.

On to league report and starting with Division 1. Winners, Fleetwood “A” adding to their record number of Division 1 consecutive titles. Just one hiccup near the end of the season when, without 2 key players, they lost to second place Lidunians “A”. Kingfisher “A” finished 3rd in their highest position since their club joined the BDBA.
At the lower end of the Division 1 table, special mention must be made about BAe Systems “A” who, for the majority of the season were in the bottom 2 places however, after winning their last 5 matches amassed 15 points and romped up to mad table. The two promoted teams from last season Albany “A” and Lidunians “B” have found themselves relegated back to Division 2.

Bispham Tex rejoined the BDBA and were placed in Division 2. They were deemed to have been relegated from Division 1 the previous season. After 1 draw and 15 wins, Tex rejoin Division 1 next season as Champions of Division 2. Joining them for the first time will be Poulton le Fylde “A”. Relegated from Division are Commonwealth “B” and Kirk ham “A”. Both teams struggled this season unable to field their strongest side for most of the season.

By far the closest league this season was Division 3. Although Fleetwood “C” were clear winners, many of the matches won were by a 10-8 margin. Albany “B” took the runners up spot. 
It is a great shame that any team from Division 3 should be relegated but, unfortunately Ribby Hall “A” with 21 points (from 14 matches) and Sacred Heart  with 20 points (from 14 matches) occupy the bottom 2 positions. In fact Sacred Heart scored points in 13/ matches.

In Division 4, Poulton-le-Fylde “B” did not allow any opposition to get a point and were the only team in all 5 divisions to win all their matches. The runners up spot was not decided until the last match with BAe Systems “C” gaining promotion back to Division 3.
Stanley “B” and Kirkham Charter “C” found the going tough and are relegated .

Division 5 turned out to be a 3 horse race with all of the 3 teams in with a chance of the title. Although they had less games than the teams in 2nd and 3rd place, Albany “C” are champions by virtue of having 1 more point. Poulton-le-Fylde “C” after losing to their “D” team in the first match, secured 2nd place with 30 points and 159 games. BAe Systems “D” also had 30 points but only 141 games.

The cup competition finals this season did not include any divisional champions or runners up. Teams from the bottom and mid table contested the finals at Ribby Hall.
Albany “A” and BAe Systems “A”  reached the final of The Gazette Trophy. Albany won 3/4 mens but BAe won all the ladies to lead 5-3 after the levels. Although Alex Du Noyer and Sue Connolly won 4 mixed, final score was 10-8 with BAe winning the cup for the first time since 1969/ 70 .
The Bridgewood Trophy also proved to be a very close match between Lidunians “C” and Commonwealth “B” . 4-4 after the doubles and 6-6 with the final 3 mixed to play. Lidunians “C” managed to win enough games to win the trophy 10-8. A 9-9 draw would have meant a victory for Commonwealth!
This year the Gazette Cup was played for by teams in Division 1 only. Subsequently, the Bridgewood and Ribby Hall trophies were unusual in that Division 2 teams played for the Bridgwood Trophy and this included previous Division 1 teams. It also meant the gap in standard from top to bottom of the trophies was greater. As a result, we gave handicaps of 1 hand to many more teams than before.

The teams on 1 hand did not fare well at all apart from Hesketh “C” who were outstanding in reaching the final of the Ribby Hall Trophy. A young Poulton-le-Fylde “D” were given a generous handicap as they were bottom of Division 5 however, the young team had improved beyond recognition and played well above their handicap to win the Ribby Hall Trophy 12-6.

Finally, congratulations to the “Most Improved Juniors Boy” Isaac Crosbie (Fleetwood) and “Most Improved Junior Girl” Lucy Mitchell (BAe Systems) on their awards. 
Town Team Secretary (Dave Clarke)

The Town Team league season was completed on the 1st April with the rearranged 3rd team match against Rossendale taking place at Preesall. Again, it has been a tough season for our town teams, with both the difficulty in putting teams together and the strength of the opposition taking their toll.

The first team faced a season in division 2 following their relegation last season. Only two matches played, with a win and a loss, followed by a conceded victory and a conceded loss left them having won 2 lost 2 and likely to be safe in division 2. Even though they only played 2 matches, the first team had 13 different players, with one match conceded against Widnes due to a lack of players.

The second team also won 2 and lost 2, but all 4 matches were played. As has been seen in previous seasons, the 2nd team were able to rely on a consistent side, with 5 players playing all 4 matches; Michelle Skinner, Adrian Greenwood, Sue Connolly, James Lester and Alex Du Noyer. Special mention goes to Danny Dicken who played a great role in his first season as team captain.

The third team had a tough season in division 4, with a win and 3 losses making it a close call for their relegation, although I believe this may have been avoided. I am currently missing one of the 3rd teams match slips which I am trying to obtain from the Lancs secretary so the 3rd teams match appearances are as yet incomplete. One thing I do know is that Kelly Anderson played all 4 matches and will indeed receive her 3rd team colours!

The fourth team only had 3 matches this season, winning 2 and losing 1. There were several new town team debutants in the 4th team this season, with some coming in to help out at the very last minute! There were 4 players who played all 4 matches for the fourth team; Oliver Hives, Hannah Settle, Nathan Bunting and Daniel Nixon. 

Looking back at my report from last season’s AGM, I note that I quite strongly questioned whether we could support 4 teams again. I must again question this position. This is unfortunate because there are several very loyal and capable players who may miss out on a regular spot in the future if we do decide to reduce our number of teams. However, despite this, I now feel that the Blackpool League can only support 2 or maybe 3 teams in forthcoming seasons.

Other progress through the season is the updated website allowing result and matchsheet uploading - some of which I have now uploaded and the rest will be uploaded within the week. So if you want to check out how our teams have done over the season please have a look.

There are 5 players set to receive town colours this season, these being: 

Michelle Skinner & Adrian Greenwood (2nd team); Kelly Anderson & Harry Townsend (3rd team); Daniel Nixon (4th team). Well done to each of you.

My final point is a sad one. Following four seasons as the town team secretary, I have now decided the time has come to step down from the position and hand the reigns to another. This decision has been a tough one to make as by-and-large I have enjoyed my time as the league town team secretary, it’s certainly been a challenge! A recent change of jobs has led me to re-evaluate my commitments and I cannot now commit the time and effort

the job demands and deserves. I’d like to wish my successor the best of luck and just to say I’m still available for selection if needed! I do appreciate the difficulties the association is facing in filling officer positions, however, I will be able to offer my full support if needed next season.

Social Secretary (Kelly Anderson)

Last season’s Presentation Evening was held on Saturday 21st May 2011. I changed things a lot last year. The venue was the 4 Star Grand Hotel in St Annes and the date was moved to a Saturday instead of the usual Friday. 103 people attended – 94 tickets actually sold (9 foc). Despite trying quite a few new and exciting things, including the Mystery Golden Ticket Prize (which was a weekend away in the Lake District) and a Mystery Speaker – (Adrian Christy, Badminton England Chief Executive, who donated 2 tickets to the World Badminton Championships for our raffle) the numbers were a little disappointing. However comfort can be taken that the League membership was noticeably smaller and that there were only 5 divisions not 6 as in recent years. 6 clubs made no appearance at all which is sad and up by 1 on the year previously.

I wanted to change the night a lot to see if it increased a flagging league wide interest, but changing the night, venue, occasion and price, made little difference. It is quite obvious that whether Presentation Evening is a cheap and cheerful £17 night at the Sheraton or a classy and impressive £29 night at the Grand Hotel, people that want to be sociable and celebrate theirs and others achievements will attend but a large proportion of the membership wont, despite my best efforts. (On an important note the Sheraton would have increased the ticket price quite substantially last year if we had returned so the £12 ticket price difference would have been a lot less).

The night unfortunately made a loss of £399.00 due to having to pay for the DJ and the foc tickets that, we as a league, are happy to provide to the honorary attendees. (The Speaker’s room was foc). The raffle included some very impressive prizes and I was hopeful that we would have raised a lot more than the £83.00 we did.

It appeared all who attended enjoyed themselves. I had many positive comments about the night. I also had some very negative comments too – but from people who didn’t attend. I resigned as Social Secretary after the event but in light of no-one else wanting to take over I agreed, reluctantly, to be co-opted back and organise this year’s event but I will not be standing for re-election at this year’s AGM.

This season we return to the Grand Hotel. Tickets are held at last year’s cost of £29.00. There will again, be a glass of bubbly for everyone on arrival, an entertainment filled night with a great DJ and the return of the Mystery Golden Ticket, plus a few other surprises.

Barbara kindly arranged the Committee night out which was held on Thursday 23rd June 2011 at The Birley Arms in Warton. All who attended enjoyed the evening, the food was great and the quiz made the night all the more interesting. Thanks to Barbara for arranging it and to all who came along.

There was no Christmas night out.

Thank you to my Social Sub Committee for their continual assistance and support over the years that I have been Social Secretary.

Tournament Secretary (Mark Russell)

This season’s tournament programme got off to an inauspicious start when sponsorship for the Blackpool Championships, scheduled for the first weekend in October, was withdrawn at a late stage. This left the tournament committee with a difficult decision whether to stage the competition and fund it directly from the Association; or whether to cancel the event until later in the season or postpone it for one year. This was not an easy decision following on from the tremendous success of the previous year’s Championships – the first for over a decade. However, two factors influenced the decision to cancel; (i) the tournament information had already been sent to the other Lancashire Associations and posted on the BADBA website advertising the subsidised entry fee and (ii)the cost of hiring Ribby Hall had increased substantially from the previous season – thus it was felt that there could be a shortfall without sponsorship - and as this was unquantifiable at that stage, the risk of losing members’ funds was too great. However, I would sincerely hope that the coming season will see BADBA hosting the Blackpool Championships again with or without sponsorship.

The tournament season therefore started with the BADBA Levels Tournament on the first Sunday in December. Sixteen gents’ pairings and four ladies pairs contested the trophies and although the day will be remembered as much for the ascendancy of some junior players – Hives, Meakin, Appleyard and Crosbie - in particular, experience proved irresistible at the end of the day with the seasoned Wiseman Brothers, David and Andrew overcoming Dicken and Greenwood in a tough men’s final. The ladies section was won by Kelly Anderson and Dawn Mitchell who narrowly beat Sian Meakin and Natalie Appleyard in a tight match.

 The 51st Crusaders Mixed Doubles Trophy which was held at Preesall on the last Sunday in January – the cold temperature held at bay by the gallant efforts of Audrey Connolly and her troop of helpers in the kitchen who provided the entrants with a seemingly endless supply of bacon sandwiches and cups of tea. A disappointing sixteen pairs contested the Trophy, however the reduced entry did not equate to a fall in the standard of badminton and some exciting games ensued aided by the excellent handicapping. It is always good to see some of our senior players holding their own against more youthful opposition and special mention must be made of the long-standing partnership of Albany’s Creelman and Jackson whose valiant win in the quarter final against Fleetwood A’s stalwarts’ Lester and Woodall in a three game rubber will be remembered as much for the dogged persistence of the elders in the face of the formidable court craft from the juniors! The final was won by Lee Williams and Kelly Partridge from BAe Systems against the much fancied David Wiseman and Sian Meakin – with Wiseman having to concede the final in the second game due to work commitments! It should be noted that Williams and Partridge had won the first game and were 11-2 up in the second game when the Fleetwood player finally ran out of time.

From a personal perspective, the 2011/12 season’s tournament programme was a little disappointing in as much as the cancellation of the Blackpool Championships coupled with the relatively low turnout for the established level and mixed tournaments which run concurrently with the league season. That said, both tournaments provided some excellent badminton and were hopefully well enjoyed by those players who made the effort to turn out and play. I would very much like to thank all those who aided and abetted on the Tournament Committee and handicap panel – not to mention the very kind and hard work by Audrey Connolly, Pat Cross and Denise Wilkins who helped sustain everyone’s energy levels on the day. Without their generous help and assistance such days would not be possible.


